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Scheduled Events 2014!
Summer Flotilla on July 19,
Canoe/Kayak race on July 20,
USYF 11th Annual Pecatonica River Cleanup
July 27, 2014 - Activities start at 9:00 am
Meet at Rock Hollow Hunt Club at 8:30 am,
9 am to 1 pm on the river.
Picnic for all the volunteers will follow. Please bring a dish to pass.

Fish Fry on Sept 12
Fall Flotilla on October 4
Check with the Freeport/Stephenson County
Convention and Visitors Bureau for events and
activities in our area.
4596 U.S. 20 East, Freeport, IL 61032
1-815-233-1357 & 1-800-963-2955
usyf1931@hotmail.com - Phone 815-599-5690
If your organization wants to conduct a paddle or river
event, contact FPRF! If you have a plan that involves
the river, and want advice, information, or consultation,
contact FPRF. If you have an idea to improve
stewardship of the river, contact us! If you don’t like
something we do, contact us. You can email us at
pecriver@pecriver.org
Check our website at: www.pecriver.org
Facebook: Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
Phone: 815-369-8000
Freeport Park District
1122 S. Burchard Ave.
Freeport, IL 61032
815-235-6114 www.freeportparkdistrict.org
Lena Community Park District
609 N. Schuler St., Lena, IL 61048
815-369-5351 www.lenaparks.org

Other web sites:
www.paddlethepec.com www.illinoispaddling.org
Or write us at:

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002
Freeport, IL 61032
Joe Ginger – President
Jesse Klosterboer – Vice President
Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison
John Fritz – Fund Raising Chair
Joe Green – Site Development Manager
Mickie Dittmar – Membership Chair
FPRF is a 501(c)(3) organization. All donations are tax deductible.
Make checks payable to: Community Foundation of Northern Illinois.

Current
The scheduled workday to complete the
construction on the two fishing pier/overlooks
went very well. Both structures have been roofed
and only need to have stain applied. The eight
person crew worked from 8 A.M. until 5:30 P.M.
Ernie Lilja was joined by his brother John for the
June 7th build. The use of a skid loader to lift the
sheathing and shingles was greatly appreciated.
Site planning continues for Atten’s Landing.
The Summer Sizzle was held on June
14 . The weather was warm and windy, the
workers were eager, the set-up went smoothly,
and the takedown went without a hitch. We
appreciate Cimino’s help with the project. We did
learn some things for future events. Summer
weekends have fierce competition for customers.
th

FPRF will loan Stephenson County a
concrete picnic table for use at Brewsters
Landing. The table will be placed in the existing
shelter, on which we will do some repairs and
paint. Winslow Township moved more dirt and
added some gravel to drive. We appreciate their
efforts to maintain this launch site.
Lee Butler, John Fritz, and I, met with
Freeport Mayor Jim Gitz on June 17th. Tutty’s
Crossing remains a high priority to the City, as
the connection to Pecatonica Prairie Trail is
rapidly approaching, and BAAD Grant funds are
here to add a floating ramp and dock. Leaking
and broken water mains have to be repaired.
Tutty’s Crossing remains near the top of
Freeport’s priorities. FPRF will continue to partner
with governmental bodies and community groups,
to advance our mutual goal of making sure
Stephenson County and towns within, are a great
place to live and an attraction for tourism.
Meeting Schedule
The, June 19th, 2014 meeting is at Rafters at
7:00PM. The next meeting is, July 17th, 2014.
Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!
Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard Selling for
$10, $13 mails order, still available.
Go to www.pecriver.org/projects
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The Stephens Factory

The future site of Tutty’s Crossing is shown in all of its glory. In the foreground are
the Senate Hotel and the tri-angle building along the railroad. H. A. Hillmer’s Grain
Elevator Coal Company in on the north side of Exchange Street.
John W. Henney started making horse-drawn buggies in 1886 in Cedarville. He
moved the company to Freeport in 1878. The company did well and underwent
many expansions, even building a factory on Spring Street. Recognizing the
changing times, Henney liquidated the business in 1915 and sold the site to
Moline Plow Company. From 1916 until 1924 Stephens Motor Branch of Moline
Plow – Plant no. 2, fabricated the bodies and assembled Stephens Automobiles.
The engines were made in Moline and other parts purchased. As sales diminished
in 1924, Moline decided to focus on farm equipment. Henney Motor Works,
building automobile-hearses was formed by John W. Henney Jr. and hired many
Stephens workers. The picture is from about 1920-1922, Dick Farnsworth
collection.

