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THE CURRENT
September, 2015

MEETINGS & EVENTS

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

Sept.
17

Monthly Meeting
Rafters

Oct.
15

Next Meeting
Rafters

Sept.
20

Fall Flotilla
Bobtown to Damascus

Oct. Aquin Flea Market
4
8 A. M. - 2 P. M.
Oct. Fever River Railroad
10 Freeport, IL
Oct.
10

Young Eagles
9 am - 2 pm Freeport

Work continues at Atten’s Landing. All the picnic tables are in
place and sealed. The picnic area is being prepared for seeding. The
Oct. “Mister Lincoln”
walking path is being leveled and prepared for gravel. The electric
Freeport, IL
17
service is to the site. The final “leg” of the oxbow replication has been
started. Rain is still an issue. The fishing pier/overlook structures sit on
Oct. Pheasants Forever
concrete forms, that need to be poured. Work for installing the piers
Banquet Freeport, IL
24
is slowly moving ahead. The plan is to use a 24” auger to create the
holes, and then to add a wire mesh reinforcing cylinder. The piers may
Other Events & Activities
be placed this fall.
Freeport/Stephenson County
With a little luck, the stone and gravel issue for Atten’s will come Convention & Visitors Bureau
to a happy conclusion. That means we will have a source for gravel to
4596 U.S. 20 East
make the entrance drive.
Freeport, IL 61032
While keeping our focus on Atten’s, the opportunity for FPRF to 1-815-233-1357 / 1-800-369-2955
participate at Tutty’s Crossing and the Milwaukee Train Depot was too
http://stephenson-county-il.org
important to forgo. We are helping on both projects. We have fun!

Watch Tom Lindblade’s
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Freeport Park District

Lena Community Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

609 N. Schuler St.

Freeport, IL 61032

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-235-6114

1-815-369-5351

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

www.lenaparks.org

Pecatonica River Scenes in
Postcards $10 +$3 S&H
www.pecriver.org/projects

Did you like our postcard book? Ready for another one?

Water always runs downhill, but that downhill path isn’t straight. Due to natural forces, rivers
meander following a winding course. This reach of the Pecatonica River, shown above, runs from the
east edge of Freeport to the east edge of Stephenson County. The river flows south into Illinois, then
east to the Rock River, and south-southwest to the Mississippi River. Efforts to control the Mississippi have resulted in significant flooding disasters. Satellite photography shows how each river has
changed course over thousands of years. Topographical maps show the current conditions and some
of the factors that brought about those conditions. There is no simple solution and no cheap solution.
There is nothing like a flood to show you where the river wants to go. The intervention of man
often wreaks havoc on the river flow. The transportation of goods led to the building of roads. Flooding of the roads led to raising the roads. Instant dam creation was the result. Another factor is weather. A big rainfall in the wrong area can flood a surprising amount of ground. In 1924 there was a study
on moving the Pecatonica River and eliminating it from Freeport. The cost benefit didn’t justify the
plan. There is probably a better way. In short, it’s complicated.
Individuals and organizations interested in improving river stewardship, paddling, organizing river events,
the history of the river and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002
Freeport, IL 61032
1-815-369-8000
www.pecriver.org
www.paddlethepec.com
www.illinoispaddling.org
email: pecriver@pecriver.org

Joe Ginger – President
Jesse Klosterboer – Vice President
Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison
Dianne Garrow – Fund Raising Chair
Joe Green – Site Development Manager
Mickie Dittmar -Membership
Jim Leamy- Safety Chair

*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization.
All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:
Community Foundation of Northern Illinois

