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MEETINGS & EVENTS

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

September was a really great month for Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation. This month we held our Annual Fish Fry, which
was a success. A huge “Thank You” goes out to Rock Hollow Hunt
Club for providing a place and cook for the event. An equal “Thank
You” goes to those attending the dinner, those that donated to the silent auction and those that bid on the silent auction items.
We had our Fall Flotilla on Sunday, September 20th, which
included many new paddlers. Some of them had never paddled on the
Pecatonica River. All enjoyed a beautiful Sunday afternoon paddle,
and that reminded me of longtime fellow paddler Rod Simenson saying, “It doesn’t get any better than this.” That was the feeling expressed
by participants at McNeil’s Damascus Landing the destination for the
paddle.
Finally, we reached a milestone at Atten’s Landing. The preliminary excavation of the oxbow part of the wetland restoration is completed. The excavation actually began last year and was prolonged by
frequent rain, which made the site too wet to dig. The final shaping will
take a shorter time by comparison. FPRF members get the thanks for
this accomplishment.
FPRF really enjoys working to create a new recreational site for
Stephenson County. A special “Thank You” goes to the Convention &
Visitors Center, Stephenson County Board members, County government staff members, and to a long list of people and businesses, such
as Fehr-Graham and Stephenson Service Company, who have supported us in making the Pecatonica River an asset for the community.
Joe Ginger, president
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation

Watch Tom Lindblade’s
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Oct.
15

Monthly Meeting
Rafters

Nov.
19

Next Meeting
Rafters

Nov.
19

FPRF election of
officers.

Nov.
8

illinoispaddling.info
IPC Anual Dinner

Oct. Fever River Railroad
Freeport, IL
10
Oct.
10

Young Eagles
9 am - 2 pm Freeport

Oct.

“Mister Lincoln”

17

Oct.
24

Freeport, IL

Pheasants Forever
Banquet Freeport, IL

Other Events & Activities
Freeport/Stephenson County
Convention & Visitors Bureau
4596 U.S. 20 East
Freeport, IL 61032
1-815-233-1357 / 1-800-369-2955
http://stephenson-county-il.org

Freeport Park District

Lena Community Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

609 N. Schuler St.

Freeport, IL 61032

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-235-6114

1-815-369-5351

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

www.lenaparks.org

Pecatonica River Scenes in
Postcards $10 +$3 S&H
www.pecriver.org/projects

Did you like our postcard book? Ready for another one?

In July 1853 John Bradford, Sr. of Winslow built a steamboat named the “William S. Russell.” It was eighty feet long, twenty-four feet beam, 3 ½ feet in the hold, drew fourteen inches of
water light and was rated at thirty tons. Its builder, John Bradford, Sr., an early settler at Winslow,
was captain, John Bradford, Jr., was mate; C. Howard was clerk; James Horder and R. M. Mack were
engineers, while William Cox was pilot. It made its first trip in July 1858 carrying 104 people on its
maiden voyage from Freeport to Winslow. The newspaper was pleased with its success, but apparently Capt. Bradford was not as he sold the machinery elsewhere after three years. Fisher’s Mill Dam
was built above McConnell by 1870 ending such a route from Winslow to Freeport. A boat should
have prospered with all the business from such a large area, but the river just didn’t have enough
water to make the operation of this type of boat a profitable venture.
I really love telling this story. If only it was possible to find a picture of the “William S. Russell.” Would there be a business opportunity for an excursion boat on the Pecatonica River? Any
thoughts on someone starting steamboat, or pontoon boat excursions? Let me know.
Individuals and organizations interested in improving river stewardship, paddling, organizing river events,
the history of the river and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002
Freeport, IL 61032
1-815-369-8000
www.pecriver.org
www.paddlethepec.com
www.illinoispaddling.org
email: pecriver@pecriver.org

Joe Ginger – President
Open – Vice President
Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison
Dianne Garrow – Fund Raising Chair
Joe Green – Site Development Manager
Mickie Dittmar -Membership
Jim Leamy- Safety Chair

*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization.
All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:
Community Foundation of Northern Illinois

