
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation

MEETINGS & EVENTS

Non-Profit 501(c)(3) - Founded November 13, 2008

April 2017 DUES ARE DUE

THE CURRENT

Other Events & Activities 
Freeport/Stephenson County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau  

4596 U.S. 20 East 
Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-233-1357 / 1-800-369-2955 
www.celebratefreeport.com

FPRF
Family Floatillas

McConnell to
Damascus

schedule for 2017
1 P.M. launch

River Clean-up 9 am -1 pm
Rock Hollow Conservation Club

Canoe Race 2017

Next meeting
Rafters

Toue de Freeport
9 a.m. until noon.

Jun. 18

Jul. 16

Aug.20

Sep. 17

Apr. 
20

 May.
18

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

Pecatonica River Scenes in 
Postcards $12 +$3 S&H 

www.pecriver.org/projects

Watch Tom Lindblade’s   
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”  
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Lena Community Park District

609 N. Schuler St. 

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-369-5351  

www.lenaparks.org

Freeport Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-235-6114  

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

CVB
Paddle Expo

Jul. 30

Aug.6

FPRF - 2017 Fish Fry 
4:30 - 9:00 p.m.

Sept.
15

Apr.
3-30

Monthly Meeting Rafters
6:30 p.m.

Sept. 16

 FPRF has three exciting things to announce this month. First, the V.F.W. has 
it’s floating dock in the Pecatonica River. On April 8 a gallant group of volunteers, 
with the help of Shannon Marine, made good their goal of providing river access at 
Post 998. They have long been supporters of river access.

 The second big news is a partnership with Pretzel City Area Transit. It is 
possible to arrange a shuttle ride Monday through Saturday. The cost will be $6 and 
arrangements must be made two days in advance. Our recommendation is to drop 
off partner and boats at launch site and take vehicle to take-out. The shuttle will take 
you back to launch site. There is a 1/2 hour window on pick up. See our website for 
more information.

 And finally, many people know that FPRF sponsors a Canoe/Kayak race 
event. This year it’s on August 6. It is an Illinois Paddling Council sanctioned event. 
The paddlers in the Recreation Class are doing it for fun, and several local paddlers 
have won ribbons in their class. The Competition Class event is for points towards 
trophies presented in November. There will be a significant group of competitors 
coming out to Freeport for training this month. The V.F.W. is helping host the event. 
This is good for tourism. People enjoying the Pecatonica River is our major goal. 
The Culver’s event was a great success. We enjoyed talking to people.

Joe Ginger, president 



“Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard - Book 2”  $12 + $3 S&H
Available at: Book World, Convention & Visitors Center, 9 East, Red Barn, and mail.

A limited number of “Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard” are available at$12 + $3 S&H.

Joe Ginger – President  
Dick Haight – Vice President

Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison

Mickie Dittmar & John Fritz – Fund Raising Chair
Joe Green – Site Development Manager

Mickie Dittmar -Membership
Jim Leamy- Safety Chair

Individuals and organizations interested in improving river stewardship, paddling, organizing river 
events, the history of the river and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.  

 

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002 

Freeport, IL 61032 
1-815-369-8000

www.pecriver.org
www.paddlethepec.com
www.illinoispaddling.org 

email: pecriver@pecriver.org 
 

*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
FPRF submitted our application last month and have been notified of our 

acceptance. All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:  
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation.

 This shows the Atten’s Landing site, before the road was straightened. The E. Farwell property 
is south of the river. The pond on the east side of the road is fed by Rock Run creek. Thomas J. Turner’s 
sawmill, at the mouth of Rock Run Creek, was one of the earliest mills in the county. Turner’s first enterprise 
in 1836 was to lay claim to some of the excellent timber which covered most of the northern half of Ridott 
township, and began as soon as possible to process it and send it to the new village of Freeport. There he 
used some of it in his second large project, the erection of the first courthouse. Aided by two young com-
panions, Turner built a hut and sawmill at the end of Rock Run creek and started a contracting business.  
He processing lumber until the trees on his claim ran out.  One of his contracts was to build the first court-
house. He reached Freeport, in 1836.  He was a justice of the peace in 1837 for the east side of the county 
and admitted to the bar in 1840.  The first marriage in Stephenson County was performed in 1839 by the 
same Turner. He later became member of congress and the Republican moderator at the Lincoln-Douglas 
debate in 1858. He was the first mayor of Freeport. He was a colonel in the Union Army during the Civil 
War, and was a member of the state constitutional convention of 1869-70.


