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MEETINGS & EVENTS
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September 2017

THE CURRENT

Other Events & Activities 
Freeport/Stephenson County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau  

4596 U.S. 20 East 
Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-233-1357 / 1-800-369-2955 
www.celebratefreeport.com

Saturday Brat Stand
Winslow Historical Meuseum

10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Winslow IL

Found in Translation
Exhibition

Freeport Art Muesum
121 N. Harlem Ave.

Next meeting
Rafters

Run-A-Muc Acres
Dawn until dusk.

3063 Becker School Rd.
Punkin Patch Gourds Corn Maze

Aug. 12
--

Oct. 14

Sept. 
21

 Oct.
19

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

Pecatonica River Scenes in 
Postcards $12 +$3 S&H 

www.pecriver.org/projects

Watch Tom Lindblade’s   
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”  
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Lena Community Park District

609 N. Schuler St. 

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-369-5351  

www.lenaparks.org

Freeport Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-235-6114  

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

Highland Chapter Pheasants 
Forever Annual Baquet

815-238-1833 Adults $50

Sept. 
15

Nov. 
4

Silver Creek Stephenson 
Railroad Antique Steam Train 

Rides 11 a.m.- 4 p.m..

Oct.
21-22

Oct.
 21

Monthly Meeting Rafters
6:30 p.m.

Sept. 8
Oct.31

 September has been a great month for FPRF. We always have some small project in 
process. On Thursday the 14th, three of us launched the FPRF Johnboat at Tutty’s Crossing, 
went downstream and removed two 55 gallon plastic barrels, two automotive wheels, tires 
with rim, and two large blocks of styrofoam.We did it because the Tour de Freeport included 
paddling trips from Tutty’s Crossing to the VFW, and Lee Butler has been using this trip as an 
introduction to paddling. He was tired of seeing this junk in the Pecatonica.
 On Friday the Annual FPRF Fish Fry was held at Rock Hollow Conservation Club.  
Attendance was double that of any other year. It was great to see and talk to so many people. 
There was a significant number of gift certificates at the auction. We really appreciate the sup-
port from businesses and will put a list of those contributors on our website. 
 The Tour de Freeport, September 16, was a huge success for FPRF. There were two 
trips from Tutty’s Crossing to the VFW on Saturday and one on Sunday. The average was 
fourteen boats per trip with two or three of those boats being FPRF member escorts. About 
half of the paddlers were experienced, and the rest were novice or first time paddlers. All said 
that they had a pleasant time. Most had never paddled on the Pecatonica. The Sunday paddle 
took the place of the September flotilla. The attendance was great. Lee Butler’s kayaks were 
greatly appreciated on both days.
 In regard to paddling, we greatly appreciate the support of the VFW, and we want to 
let you know they are planning a fundraiser to make some significant changes to their launch 
site. The plan is for a “sea wall” and an “inlet” for a boat to load and unload. For information 
contact Pete at 815-713-7883. 
 Assembly of the flood resistant trash bins also moved forward this weekend. Eleven 
of the units now have three sides and await a door and top. This is great news for this Lena 
Eagle Scout project!
 The Pecatonica River is a recreational and a historical treasure. FPRF really enjoys 
working to improve access and stewardship.

Joe Ginger, president



“Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard - Book 2”  $12 + $3 S&H
Available at: Book World, Convention & Visitors Center, 9 East, Red Barn, and mail.

A limited number of “Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard” are available at$12 + $3 S&H.

Joe Ginger – President  
Dick Haight – Vice President

Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison

Mickie Dittmar & John Fritz – Fund Raising Chair
Joe Green – Site Development Manager

Mickie Dittmar -Membership
Jim Leamy- Safety Chair

Individuals and organizations interested in improving river stewardship, paddling, organizing river 
events, the history of the river and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.  

 

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002 

Freeport, IL 61032 
1-815-369-8000

www.pecriver.org
www.paddlethepec.com
www.illinoispaddling.org 
email: pec@pecriver.org 

 
*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
FPRF submitted our application last month and have been notified of our 

acceptance. All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:  
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation.

 Many of us know about the history of the area because we grew up here. Our neighbor to the east, Pe-
catonica, share our experiences. Many areas were settled as people moved westward. Often groups went out to 
look for a good place to settle. When they found land they liked, they stopped and bought the land. They then 
sent word back to relatives and friends. The native people were still in this area as settlers moved west. The 
first non-native visitors to the area are likely to have been French fir traders and missionaries. As we talk about 
things concerning the Pecatonica River, we ought to realize that is not the name the Indians gave it. The name 
they gave was more likely Peeketolika and means “crooked river.” The community that would become Pecaton-
ica is near land purchased and occupied in 1846, by Daniel Reed, Sr. It was located two miles southeast of the 
current village. However it was named Lysander. Following the normal pattern, more people purchased land in 
the area. By 1852 the Galena and Chicago Union railroad, which would become the Chicago and Northwestern 
railroad, was under construction. It was in operation the next year. On December 11, 1852 the map of the Vil-
lage of Pecatonica was filled for record. An act to incorporate the Town of Pecatonica “by special charter” was 
passed by the General Assembly and approved on March 4, 1869. For more information contact: Pecatonica 
Historical Society, 417 Main St., Pecatonica, IL 61063. Phone: (815)239-1577

Bridge over the Pecatonica River at Pecatonica IL


