
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation

MEETINGS & EVENTS

Non-Profit 501(c)(3) - Founded December 21, 2008

December 2017

THE CURRENT

Other Events & Activities 
Freeport/Stephenson County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau  

4596 U.S. 20 East 
Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-233-1357 / 1-800-369-2955 
www.celebratefreeport.com

FHN
Community Festival of Trees

10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Freeport Public Library

14th Annual Juried
Exhibition

Freeport Art Muesum
121 N. Harlem Ave.

Next meeting
Rafters

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Free Community Lunch

11:30am -1pm Berg Hall Aquin 
Elementary School 202 W. 

Pleasant Freeport 815-232-4687

Dec. 3
to

Dec. 30

Dec. 
21

 Jan.
18

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

Pecatonica River Scenes in 
Postcards $12 +$3 S&H 

www.pecriver.org/projects

Watch Tom Lindblade’s   
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”  
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Lena Community Park District

609 N. Schuler St. 

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-369-5351  

www.lenaparks.org

Freeport Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-235-6114  

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

Valentine’s Day Senior Breakfast 
7am - 9 am Senior Activity Center 

16 E. Stephenson St
Free 815-235-9777

Nov. 
17
to

Feb. 
10

65th Annual Kiwanis Pancake & 
Sausage Day 7 a.m.- noon

Freeport Hich School Cafiteria

Mar.
3

Feb.
 14

Monthly Meeting Rafters
6:30 p.m.

Dec. 20
Jan. 29
Feb. 17 
Mar. 17 
Apr. 21

 

 FPRF now has two EZ Dock Kayak Launches. Lee, Dick, Dave and I 
made the journey to Union IL and picked up the launches. One is intended to 
be placed at the VFW, The second one is intended to go to Atten’s Landing. 
There is a developing opinion that Wes Block would be a better choice for 
the second launch. A design that works with the high bank is the challenge. 
Please share you thoughts.
 We are always concerned with paddlers having a safe and enjoyable 
paddle. This is one of the reasons FPRF paddle trip leaders always wear a 
life jacket. We prefer that all paddlers wear a life jacket. Adults do get to 
choose. The question is “What do you do if your boat “flips?” Over the years 
we have been very lucky and only one person upset. She kept her cool, did 
a wet exit away from what ever upset her kayak, was assisted re-entering 
the kayak and finished the trip. We feel it may be a great idea to organize a 
class for kayakers to experience a wet exit. This way you would know what 
to expect and not to panic. We are working out the details and plan to have 
more information soon. Assisted re-entry is another class that you might be 
helpful. Please think about it and let me know your thoughts. Have I ever 
mentioned taking a dry bag?

Joe Ginger, president



“Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard - Book 2”  $12 + $3 S&H
Available at: Convention & Visitors Center, 9 East, Freeport Art Museum, and mail.

A limited number of “Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard” are available at$12 + $3 S&H.

Joe Ginger – President  
Dick Haight – Vice President

Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison

Mickie Dittmar & John Fritz – Fund Raising Chair
Joe Green – Site Development Manager

Mickie Dittmar -Membership
Jim Leamy- Safety Chair

Individuals and organizations interested in improving river stewardship, paddling, organizing river 
events, the history of the river and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.  

 

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002 

Freeport, IL 61032 
1-815-369-8000

www.pecriver.org
www.paddlethepec.com
www.illinoispaddling.org 
email: pec@pecriver.org 

 
*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
FPRF submitted our application March 2017 and have been notified of our 

acceptance. All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:  
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation.

 When we paddle with groups I like to mention the age of the Pecatonica River. The geology of the 
area is very interesting and contributed to the development of the area. This is from a recent publication from 
the Jane Addams Trail Commission and the Freeport/Stephenson County Convention & Visitors Bureau. This 
is about 2.5 miles north of Damascus.

As the landscape of the upper Midwest was eroded away, rivers carved deep valleys into the surface. The valleys of Richland 
Creek and the Pecatonica River were nearly 100 feet deeper just before glaciation than they are at present. But during glacial ad-
vances of the Pleistocene Epoch of the last two million years, much sediment accumulated in the valleys. As the ice advanced from 
the east, it blocked the flow of the Pecatonica. A large lake, called Lake Silveria, occupied portions of the valleys of the Pecatonica, 
Yellow Creek and Richland Creek. Over the span of several centuries, this sediment filled the valleys to their present level. A 
brief surge of the ice during the Illinoisian glacial advance saw the glacier spread as far west as Stockton, Illinois. But after the ice 
melted away the streams, with a few exceptions, resumed their old courses atop their thick valley fills. One notable exception is at 
Buena Vista, where the Pre-glacial Richland Creek took a broad bend about a mile to the North and West of its present course. The 
ancestral stream course was apparently blocked by sediment and ice for a period after the glacier melted away from the region, and 
a narrow gorge was eroded through a spur of rock at the present site of the village.

Excerpt from http://janeaddamstrail.com/trail-history/geology


