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Other Events & Activities 
Freeport/Stephenson County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau  

4596 U.S. 20 East 
Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-233-1357 / 1-800-369-2955 
www.celebratefreeport.com

Flotilla
McConnell to Damascus

see pecriver.org
for information

Freeport Farmers’ Market

721 W South St. 

CVS Parking

Next meeting

Stephenson County
Farmers Market

50 W. Douglas Ave.
8 AM - 12:30 PM

Sept.
23

Sept. 
20

 Oct.
18

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

Pecatonica River Scenes in 
Postcards $12 +$3 S&H 

www.pecriver.org/projects

Watch Tom Lindblade’s   
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”  
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Lena Community Park District

609 N. Schuler St. 

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-369-5351  

www.lenaparks.org

Freeport Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-235-6114  

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

Tour de Freeport
Tutty’s Crossing
9 AM - noon

May12
-

Oct. 13

Freeport Area Women’s 
Connection Brunch

9:30-11:00 AM
815-233-1357

Sept.
14

Sept.
 22

Monthly Rt. 26 Grill & Bar
6:30 p.m.

May12 
-

Oct. 27

 

Joe Ginger, president

FPRF Events
April 10 4-9 Culvers     May 19 Spring Thaw 5-9 Rt 26 Grill & Bar
July 29 Rock Hollow Pecatonica River Clean up 9 a.m. - noon dish to pass
Sept. 14 Annual Fish Fry 4:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. BIG O’S (Rock Hollow)

Flotillas: June 17, July 15, Aug. 19, Sept. 16.

 That is McConnell on the left, and Tutty’s Crossing is on the right. The picture was 
taken on the 10th of September. The Pecatonica is at 10.1 feet, as I write this newsletter. We 
had plans to mow at Atten’s, but it will need to dry out before that can happen. The flotilla is 
now scheduled for September 23rd. We went through the same sequence of rain and flood-
ing two years ago, and it is getting old.
 On a brighter note, the Annual Fish Fry was on the 14th, and it was a huge success. 
The Big O’s On The Hollow was packed! They recently put a full page ad in the Journal-
Standard, and that may have brought the people. Members sold about 80 tickets prior to the 
Fish Fry. Almost twice that number were there. Of course that also helped the silent auction. 
The food was very good. A special thanks to the staff of The Big O and those that attended 
our event! Without you we would not have accomplished anything! 
 The next FPRF meeting on the 20th will be at 6:30 in the meeting room at Route 
26 Bar & Grill in Freeport. This will hopefully bring more people to our meeting. We are 
working on plans for our 10th birthday and a suitable cake. That will be on November 15th.
 The Illinois Paddling Council has scheduled The First Annual Water Trail Confer-
ence on October 15th at FOUR RIVERS ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATIONAL CENTER, 
25055 W. Walnut Lane, Channahon, Illinois 60410. http://www.illinoispaddling.info/wtc/ 
for information. I will be a guest speaker at the conference.
 The history page in this issue is the result of someone sending me some historical 
information. I’m always looking for old pictures of the Pecatonica River. I have a scanner, 
and I will return the original. 
  I must comment that the paddle from Tutty’s Crossing to the VFW has become 
a major link in the water trail. We have added a grab rail on one side of the VFW Launch 
to help people stand and exit their boats at the end of the trip. We will also be working to 
provide “pull bars” on the kayak launches at McConnell and Damascus, which will make it 
easier to launch and exit the water.



“Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard - Book 2”  $12 + $3 S&H
Available at: Convention & Visitors Center, 9 East, Freeport Art Museum, and mail.

A limited number of “Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard” are available at $12 + $3 S&H.

Joe Ginger – President  
Dick Haight – Vice President

Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison

Mickie Dittmar & John Fritz – Fund Raising Chair
Joe Green – Site Development Manager

Mickie Dittmar -Membership
Jim Leamy- Safety Chair

Individuals and organizations interested in improving river stewardship, paddling, organizing river 
events, the history of the river and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.  

 

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002 

Freeport, IL 61032 
1-815-369-8000

www.pecriver.org
www.paddlethepec.com
www.illinoispaddling.org 
email: pec@pecriver.org 

 
*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Dues are due in February. If you joined in July or later, you are good for 2018. 

All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:  
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation.

Pecatonica means Crooked River
If you look up Pecatonica River on the Internet, you will find it is an anglicization of two Algonquin language words: Bekaa (or Pe-
kaa in some dialects), which means “slow”, and niba, which means “water”, forming the conjunction Bekaaniba or “Slow Water”.
I’m sticking with Crooked River. 

 I hope you remember that I asked for information on Pecatonica River history. I’m very happy to re-
port that I received an article from Tyger Johnson of Tyger’s Pro Bicycle Company. Tyger is well known for 
his many hours spent in the Local History Room of the Freeport Public Library.
 One of the things we have learned about rivers and streams is that the condition of the river as habitat 
can be determined by the clams. If you have many clams, you have good habitat. Pigtoe, pimpleback, and 
creek heelsplitter are just three of the varieties found in Illinois rivers and harvested.
 In the early 1890s clammers invaded the mid-west searching for pearls. They plied the Sugar River, 
the Rock, the Pecatonica, and also Yellow Creek. Pearls were found in all these waters. However, the real 
boom would not be the pearls but in the clam shells, which were used to make buttons. Clammers would sell 
their clams used for the button industry, which started in the early 1890s and continued through the early 
1900s. Conditions were nearly equal to the “gold rush” of 1849. The summer of 1890 saw the whole Mid-
west crawling with clammers. The pearl craze continued until around 1901. White, pink, gold and even violet 
shells were in high demand. The clam shell buttons were gradually replaced with plastic. The pearl button era 
ended in the early 1940s. The change to plastic was driven by the development of washing machines and new 
more aggressive soaps. At the height of the demand, button manufacturers would purchase clamshells by the 
tons. Even though pearls were increasingly more rare to find, people could still support themselves by sell-
ing the clamshells. Clam hunters, perched in their boats, would use crowfoot hooks attached to chains and a 
crowbar to drag the riverbed.
 Some of the long time Pecatonica River and Yellow Creek residents have mentioned seeing mounds 
of clam shells along the streams. The shells had holes in them from button blanks being cut from them prob-
ably at area button manufacturing sites.


