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THE CURRENT

Other Events & Activities 
Freeport/Stephenson County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau  

4596 U.S. 20 East 
Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-233-1357
1-815-233-1358 (fax) 

www.celebratefreeport.com

Alzheimer’s Support Group
Estates Bldg. Liberty Village

2 P.M. - 3 P.M.
2080 W. Navajo Dr. Freeport

Keelie Oswalt at 815-233-2400

I AM AMERICAN
Freeport  Art Museum
121 N. Harlem Ave.

815-235-9755

Next meeting

Card Making
HCC Room F-62

HCC 815-599-3403 
$30 registration 
+ $25 Materials

Apr.
11

Mar. 
21

Apr.
18

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

Pecatonica River Scenes in 
Postcards $12 +$3 S&H 

www.pecriver.org/projects

Watch Tom Lindblade’s   
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”  
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Lena Community Park District

609 N. Schuler St. 

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-369-5351  

www.lenaparks.org

Freeport Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-235-6114  

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

FPRF Spring Thaw

Mar 1-
Apr. 13

Opening Day
Little Cubs Field

6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. Free
1160 W. Empire St.

http://www.littlecubsfield.com

Apr.
22

Apr. 
27

Rafters Lena, IL
6:30 p.m.

Mar 27-
Apr.

10 & 24
May

8

Joe Ginger, president

 Not all the news is bad. A bright spot 
on the water front was the the wedding of our 
Secretary/Treasurer, Lee Butler, and Mem-
bership Chair Betty Daws. The couple first 
met when Betty took a kayak lesson at Krape 
Park and a “fancy” to the instructor. After 
many trips on Yellow Creek and the Peca-
tonica River a proposal of marriage complete 
with ring, was made in front of Twin Caves 
last Fall. No plans have been announced for 
a tandem kayak. Keep an eye out for a pink 
kayak accompanied by a green kayak. That 
may be the newlyweds. We wish the couple 
many miles of happy paddling.

FPRF Events
Logan’s Spring Thaw April 27, 2019 4 PM - 9 PM
Big O’s On The Hollow Fish Fry Sept. 20, 2019 4:30 PM - 9 PM

Culver’s Food Service Oct. 29, 2019 4 PM - 9 PM

 That is Tutty’s Crossing right of center. The dark areas are the Pecatonica River. 
The Pec crested around 10 A.M. on Sunday morning the 17th at 17.26 feet. The record level 
is 19.76 feet on March 16, 1929. The midwest has seen significant flooding this year.



“Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard - Book 2”  $12 + $3 S&H
Available at: Convention & Visitors Center, 9 East and through the mail.

A limited number of “Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard” are available at $12 + $3 S&H.

Joe Ginger – President  
Mickie Dittmar – Vice President

Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison

Mickie Dittmar & John Fritz – Fund Raising Chair
Joe Green – Site Development Manager

Betty Daws -Membership
Jim Leamy- Safety Chair

Individuals and organizations interested in improving river stewardship, paddling, organizing river 
events, the history of the river and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.  

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002 

Freeport, IL 61032 
1-815-369-8000

www.pecriver.org
www.paddlethepec.com
www.illinoispaddling.org 
email: pec@pecriver.org 

*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Dues are due in February. If you joined in July or later, you are good for 2019. 

All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:  
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation.

 Sometimes friends result in surprising information. A former co-worker and close friend, Dick Farnsworth, sent information 
on the Pecatonica River from the Freeport Journal-Standard, 21 Aug. 1929. The article relates the opening of: “ new channel in the 
Pecatonica River will be officially opened, and the river will then seek a new outlet flowing toward the city of Freeport from a point 
north of the city limits and connecting with the present river bed near a point where the new State highway Route 74 is located.
 Mayor George Edler will raise the lever, which will release the water, while members of the committees from the city and 
county instrumental in securing the right of way will also be present to witness the rush of the river into its new bed.
 The new channel dug through the lowlands north of the city by Mulgrew & Sons Construction Company of Dubuque, Iowa, 
is 1,700 feet in length, 100 feet wide and has an average depth of 12 feet. The earth removed has been piled high on either side of the 
canal extending back over the low area, forming a sufficient bank to confine the waters within the new channel even in flood seasons.
 A dam is to be constructed at the fork of the channel, and earth is now being stockpiled which later will be used in this con-
struction work and will serve to divert the water towards the city cutting off a back overflow.

Once Navigable
 Present day residents will be surprised to know that in years gone by the Pecatonica was considered a navigable stream to 
the extent that boat traffic included the running of a small steamboat between the city of Freeport and McConnell.
 In the years 1866-67 cord wood cutting was an industry in the McConnell region which furnished employment to many Ste-
phenson County inhabitants. A boat which generated its power through burning of cord wood in its boilers was run by “Bill” Emmett, 
who lived at Walnut and Ringold Streets, and which had a capacity of 20 cords and drew about four feet of water. The boat used  as 
a wharf a landing, near the old dam where the power plant of the I. N. U. is now located at the foot of East Clark Street. The Emmett 
family who came here from Pennsylvania, were river men who enjoyed boating in all forms, and John and Joe, brothers of William 
Emmett, also owned boats . John had a pleasure boat which carried some 25 passengers on jaunts to different points north on the river 
,and he was also owner at that time of a large acreage near what now Empire Street and Chicago Avenue.
 Zeiglar’s Island, located near the present Cedarville Bridge, was in those days reached by boat, and old residents will recall 
the capsizing  of a pleasure boat, when two boys lost their lives in the accident.

River Catastrophe
 Another river catastrophe which took place in 1906, was the loss of the pleasure boat “Eureka,” which went to the bot-
tom of the river during a sudden morning windstorm near the Harlem Bridge, and the boat has never been located to this day. Three 
lives were lost in the accident, the dead having been Leopold Kaiser, Arthur Denure and Harry Sweeney. “Honus” Schmedes, Chas. 
Schmitke, and Dan Baker were survivors in this storm reaching shore after the thrilling experiences which caused a sensation at the 
time.
 Today only motor boats and rowing craft ply the waters of the Pecatonica, and the opening of the new channel which takes 
place tomorrow is the first step in further river improvements, which it is expected will aid materially in eliminating floods in years to 
come.
 Motorists to reach the scene of river improvement, should turn to the right on West Galena Avenue at North Island Avenue 
crossing the railroad tracks at the bottom of the hill and proceed over the road to the left which winds around the lowlands to the dam 
where the north end of the new channel is situated.”  Anyone have a 1929 - 1934 map? Thank you, Dick Farnsworth and 
Newspapers.com by Ancestry! Some editing was made in the article.


