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MAY 2020
First the goood news. Work has begun on Wes Block Canoe/Kayak
Launch! A small group of volunteers watched Roger Schamberger, as he
used his skid loader to remove the excess brush and volunteer trees. We
have a drawing prepared by Fehr-Graham & Assocites for the site. The
stairway launch will be usable while work proceeds on the new launch.

MEETINGS & EVENTS

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

May
20
Jun.
18

To be determined.
6:30 P.M.

Next meeting.
Stay safe!

Jun. 5
Jul. 15
Aug. 7

When children return to school, they are usally asked to write about
how they spent their “summer vacation.” How did you spend your “winter
vacation?” With all kinds of videos on kayaking available, I did spend some
time watching them. Some of the whitewater videos were terrifying. However some were very instructive in a manner that makes a person realize that
they are one with the boat and not just a passenger. As you are paddling, you
should be constantly scanning the river for possible danger, wildlife or just
things of interest. Try to make your paddling a blend of precise movement,
such as between two objects, and a gradual arc, such as a bend of the river.
Adjustments in direction can be made by turning the bow. To move left, you
paddle stronger on the right or use a brief and slight lean toward the desired
direction. It’s called edging, and you should learn to do it. Think about it.
When paddling resumes, we need to have a plan for shuttling cars. It
may take some imagnitive thinking to work this out safely.

Music on Chicago
Freeport,IL

Stay healthy!
Stay home!
Sept.
18

Fish Fry

Other Events & Activities
Freeport/Stephenson County
Convention & Visitors Bureau

Joe Ginger, president

4596 U.S. 20 East
Freeport, IL 61032
1-815-233-1357
1-815-233-1358 (fax)
www.celebratefreeport.com

FPRF Events
Comming,
FPRF at Big O’s On the Hollow Fish Fry Sept. 18, 2020
Culver’s Food Service Oct. 27, 2020 4 PM - 9 PM

Watch Tom Lindblade’s
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Freeport Park District

Lena Community Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

609 N. Schuler St.

Freeport, IL 61032

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-235-6114

1-815-369-5351

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

www.lenaparks.org

Pecatonica River Scenes in
Postcards $12 +$3 S&H
www.pecriver.org/projects

“Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard - Book 2” $12 + $3 S&H
Available at: Convention & Visitors Bureau, 9 East and through the mail.

A limited number of “Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard” are available at $12 + $3 S&H.

Keeping a railroad theme going, I would like to share some information on the Chicago and North
Western Railroad. This railroad was charted in 1836 and opened in Freeport on August 25, 1853. It was connected with the Illinois Central but separated at a later date. This railroad has a long and checkered history.
Many branches were created, flourished and died. As late as 1936 their schedule showed area stops at Dakota,
Rock City, Davis, Durand, Shirland, Florence Station, Shannon, Mt. Carroll, Savannah, Lena, Warren, and
Gratiot, WI.
The site we call, “tongue-in-cheek,” Hancock Avenue Marina was part of the Chicago and North Western route through Freeport. The tracks came into Freeport and crossed the Pecatonica River downstream from
Hancock Avenue, crossed Hancock Avenue, then crossed Stephenson Street just past the depot on its way westward. The Jane Addamsland Commission purchased the right of way as a possible future recreation site. It became a dump site for some unscrupulous people. Trash was removed during several Pecatonica River cleanup
events. FPRF did a site cleanup, renewed the gravel drive, removed junk trees and undergrowth, then placed
two picnic tables. One table was vandalized and sent out for repair. FPRF was helped by the City of Freeport
disposing of the cut trees, Consolidated Grain & Barge Inc., Tribute Precast Systems, and volunteers! It was
never an official dump, and there is a steep and slippery boat launch ramp at the west end.
If you are interested in improving river stewardship, promoting paddling, organizing river events, the
history of the Pecatonica River and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002
Freeport, IL 61032
1-815-369-8000
www.pecriver.org
www.paddlethepec.com
www.illinoispaddling.org
email: pec@pecriver.org

Joe Ginger – President
Mickie Dittmar – Vice President
Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison
Mickie Dittmar & John Fritz – Fund Raising Chair
Joe Green – Site Development Manager
Betty Butler -Membership
Jim Leamy- Safety Chair

*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Dues are due in February. If you joined in July or later, you are good for 2020.
All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation.

