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I use two sources when I want to track Pecatonica River levels. I
use the NWS, National Weather Service when there has been lots of rain,
and I want a prediction. It will reflect recent weather and has sites from
Darlington WI to Shirland, IL. I use USGS site at Freeport because it is on
the Stephenson St. Bridge. This site will also let me plot the river level for
more than an entire year. It also includes the Discharge rate expressed in
“Cubic Ft/sec” and with that, I can calculate how fast the river is flowing.
FPRF set ten feet depth river depth, at Freeport, as a limit for paddling. At
that rate, the river is moving about seven miles per hour. .That depth can
put water in some fields of Stephenson County. More importantly, because
of the Pecatonica River meandering so much, you could find an extreme
blockage around any bend in the river. Safety is our concern.
When children return to school, they are usually asked to write
about how they spent their “summer vacation.” How did you spend your
“winter vacation?” With all kinds of videos on kayaking available, I did
spend some time watching them. Some of the whitewater videos were
terrifying. However, some were very instructive in a manner that makes a
person realize that he or she is not just a passenger. As you are paddling,
you should be constantly scanning the river for possible danger, wildlife,
or just things of interest. The long term high water has downed many
trees. A tree in the river is called a strainer because it strains all the material with its branches. You do not want to be caught in a strainer. Take
some time to view paddling videos on Youtube. It is a great resource for
paddling.
A tubing operation opened in Freeport on the Pecatonica River.
Port Tubing opened at 17 S. Van Buren (815-233-9555) renting tubes,
canoes, and kayaks. We advocate for use of the river and welcome the new
business and more stewardship for the river. I have never seen a whirlpool
on the Pecatonica and fish “poop” in the water. These are two issues on
Facebook “stirred up” about tubing. Fishfinders include sonar and have
found “holes” 39 feet deep. I don’t feel that to be an issue.

MEETINGS & EVENTS

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

July
16
Aug.
20

Zoom meeting.
6:30 P.M.

Next meeting.
Stay safe!

Jul. 15
Aug. 7

Music on Chicago
Freeport,IL

Stay healthy!
Stay home!
Sept.
18

Fish Fry?

Other Events & Activities
Freeport/Stephenson County
Convention & Visitors Bureau

Joe Ginger, president

4596 U.S. 20 East
Freeport, IL 61032
1-815-233-1357
1-815-233-1358 (fax)
www.celebratefreeport.com

FPRF Events
Comming,
FPRF at Big O’s On the Hollow Fish Fry Sept. 18, 2020
Culver’s Food Service Oct. 27, 2020 4 PM - 9 PM

Watch Tom Lindblade’s
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Freeport Park District

Lena Community Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

609 N. Schuler St.

Freeport, IL 61032

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-235-6114

1-815-369-5351

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

www.lenaparks.org

Pecatonica River Scenes in
Postcards $12 +$3 S&H
www.pecriver.org/projects

“Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard - Book 2” $12 + $3 S&H
Available at: Convention & Visitors Bureau, 9 East and through the mail.

A limited number of “Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard” are available at $12 + $3 S&H.

This is a cropped portion of a very early map of the City of Freeport. It may be similar to one from
1871. Note the loop that forms an island. Some remnants of it can still be seen today. At one time it was
called Beck’s Island and later, Josel’s Island. There is also a view of Manufacture’s Addition, later to called
Manufacturer’s Island. This reminded me of an article written by Leslie T. Farger in 1968.
“In the earlier years when the German people used to get together on Sunday afternoons at Schiller’s
Garden on the Cedarville Road, they had steamboat rides around the Island, for at that time the river course
ran around the island. It is so shown on the map of Lancaster Township in the County Atlas of 1871. The
City Map in this book shows it too, but also with a direct channel as it is now.”

If you are interested in improving river stewardship, promoting paddling, organizing river events, the
history of the Pecatonica River and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002
Freeport, IL 61032
1-815-369-8000
www.pecriver.org
www.paddlethepec.com
www.illinoispaddling.org
email: pec@pecriver.org

Joe Ginger – President
Mickie Dittmar – Vice President
Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison
Mickie Dittmar & John Fritz – Fund Raising Chair
Joe Green – Site Development Manager
Betty Butler -Membership
Jim Leamy- Safety Chair

*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Dues are due in February. If you joined in July or later, you are good for 2020.
All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation.

