
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation

MEETINGS & EVENTS

Non-Profit 501(c)(3) - Founded December 21, 2008

DECEMBER 2020

THE CURRENT

Other Events & Activities 
Freeport/Stephenson County 

Visitors Center 
4596 U.S. 20 East 
Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-233-1357 

Community Festival
of Trees

1-877-600-0346x901
100 E. Douglas St

Freeport Public Library

DEC. 
19

JAN.
21

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

Pecatonica River Scenes in 
Postcards $12 +$3 S&H 

www.pecriver.org/projects

Watch Tom Lindblade’s   
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”  
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Lena Community Park District

609 N. Schuler St. 

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-369-5351  

www.lenaparks.org

Freeport Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-235-6114  

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

Paddle on.

Nov,
30

Dec.
26

Zoom
6:30 P.M.

Joe Ginger, president

FPRF Events
Comming soon Papa Murphys,

2021

  We have snow on the ground, freezing temperature, and 
winter is a week away. It is safe to say that working on launch sites has 
ended for the year. The Wes Block drinking fountain was assembled on 
December eight. FPRF is pleased to be part of the fundraising effort and 
the actual task of assembling the Elkay fountain. It will be ready in the 
spring. Next meeting.

Merry Christmas
Happy New Year

  
 Wear a mask!

Practice social 
distancing!

 Pictured are Lee Butler, Dan 
Brinkmeier, and Roger Schamberg-
er. I took the picture. Only the water 
test and some small details remain 
to complete this project. The North-
west Illinois Trails Foundation will 
conduct fundraising for this project. 
Almost every fundraising event was 
canceled this year. We were lucky 
that FPRF’s Spring Fling and kayak 
raffle happened before the first shut 
down. We, like most others, lost all 
opportunity for additional fundrais-
ing.

 As 2020 progresses to 2021, I would like to thank all those that 
have helped this year. We also want to thank all the people that we saw 
on the Pecatonica River, in canoes, kayaks, motorboats, and Intertubes. It 
doesn’t matter if you are boating or fishing the river is a shared part of our 
community. It wasn’t too many years ago that we were excited to see an 
eagle. Now it isn’t at all uncommon to see one. Just last week I saw one 
near Atten’s Landing. It is very exciting to see such changes in the envi-
ronment.
 Much of our work for this year has been repairing the damage 
from all the prolonged high water. We are ready to see our water trail 
“shine” next year. Let us know if you would like some exercise! We have 
some logjams we want to work on.



“Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard - Book 2”  $12 + $3 S&H
Available at: Convention & Visitors Bureau, 9 East and through the mail.

A limited number of “Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard” are available at $12 + $3 S&H.

Joe Ginger – President  
Mickie Dittmar – Vice President

Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison

Mickie Dittmar & John Fritz – Fund Raising Chair
Joe Green – Site Development Manager

Betty Butler -Membership
Jim Leamy- Safety Chair

If you are interested in improving river stewardship, promoting paddling, organizing river events, the 
history of the Pecatonica River and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002 

Freeport, IL 61032 
1-815-369-8000

www.pecriver.org
www.paddlethepec.com
www.illinoispaddling.org 
email: pec@pecriver.org 

*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Dues are due in February. If you joined in July or later, you are good for 2020. 

All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:  
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation.

 One of the streams that feed the Pecatonica River is Indian Creek. It flows through the west side 
of Winslow, crosses the highway, and joins the Pecatonica north of River Street. In the early development 
of Stephenson County, 1834, the stream was the site of the first house in what would become Winslow. 
The stream was later dammed for a sawmill, and the lumber used to build Winslow. In the spring of 1837 
a boatload of lead was taken down the Pecatonica River. This card is from 1910.


