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THE CURRENT
November 2021

MEETINGS & EVENTS

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

As proof that the paddling season is officially over, I offer a picture
of the launch at Junior’s Place On the River. We removed the EZ Dock. The
water temperature now requires a dry suit.
Work continues on the sign at Wes Block. With daylight savings over,
headlights were necessary for work to continue. Moving the dock awaits a
schedule and the permit to transport.
FPRF has a huge blind spot. Other than the paddle trips many of us
have paddled, we don’t know the condition of the entire Pecatonica River.
From experience, we know the other people using the river help keep the
river open. We know that they help improve the situation! The major boating
issue at this time is the low water level. The Pecatonica River has more than
its fair share of “large woody debris.” The question is not,“Will you strike a
log?” It is, “When will you strike a log?” Denting your hull or bending a prop
can be expensive. The starting standard is having an opening wide enough
for a pontoon boat to travel the Pecatonica River in Stephenson County. What
FPRF would like to have is more and better knowledge about obstructions
in the Pecatonica. The goal is to develop an environmentally friendly plan
that works to make fallen trees become a habitat, benefit the environment,
and provide erosion protection. If you know the location of the obstruction,
please email the location to pecriver@pecriver.org, or phone 815-238-7888,
and leave a message.
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Holiday Gift Show
Visitor Center
4596 US Highway 20
815-233-1357
Trivia Nights
Monday, Big O’s
Wednesday, Logan’s
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Dec. Nov. 29 - Dec. 23
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Joe Ginger, president

Small Business Saturday

https://www.eventbrite.
com/d/il--freeport/
events/
Other Events & Activities
Freeport/Stephenson County
Visitors Center
4596 U.S. 20 East
Freeport, IL 61032
1-815-233-1357

FPRF Events
Have a Happy Thanksgiving.

Watch Tom Lindblade’s
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Freeport Park District

Lena Community Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

609 N. Schuler St.

Freeport, IL 61032

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-235-6114

1-815-369-5351

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

www.lenaparks.org

Pecatonica River Scenes in
Postcards $12 +$3 S&H
www.pecriver.org/projects

“Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard - Book 2” $12 + $3 S&H
Available at: Convention & Visitors Bureau, 9 East and through the mail.

A limited number of “Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard” are available at $12 + $3 S&H.

Above is a picture of McConnell’s Bobtown Landing. At the right is a map of New Pennsylvania, which is now
McConnell. The 1930s saw the state of Illinois replace the
existing bridge and straighten the river. The bend in the river
was removed, in part, to lessen flooding in McConnell. One
of the benefits of the construction was some extra land. The
road into what is our canoe/kayak launch was the entrance to
a dumpsite for McConnell. A local group built a boat launch
at the far end of the site providing local river access. A lack of
rebar reinforcing resulted in the ramp breaking after the river
undercut the ramp. Someday it may be possible to build a
new boat launch ramp.
If you are interested in improving river stewardship, promoting paddling, organizing river events, the
history of the Pecatonica River and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002
Freeport, IL 61032
1-815-369-8000

www.pecriver.org
www.illinoispaddling.org
email: pec@pecriver.org

Joe Ginger – President
Mickie Dittmar – Vice President
Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison
Mickie Dittmar & John Fritz – Fundraising Chairs
Joe Green – Site Development Manager
Betty Butler -Membership
Jim Leamy- Safety Chair

*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Dues are due in February. If you joined in July or later, you are good for 2021.
All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation.

