
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation

MEETINGS & EVENTS

Non-Profit 501(c)(3) - Founded November 13, 2008

February 2022

THE CURRENT

Other Events & Activities 
Freeport/Stephenson County 

Visitors Center 
4596 U.S. 20 East 
Freeport, IL 61032

Trivia Nights
Monday, Big O’s

Wednesday, Logan’s

Feb. 
17

Mar.
17

Everyone is invited. Bring your ideas!

Pecatonica River Scenes in 
Postcards $12 +$3 S&H 

www.pecriver.org/projects

Watch Tom Lindblade’s   
“Illinois’ Friendliest Paddle”  
http://bit.ly/paddlethepec

Lena Community Park District

609 N. Schuler St. 

Lena, IL 61048

1-815-369-5351  

www.lenaparks.org

Freeport Park District

1122 S. Burchard Ave.

Freeport, IL 61032

1-815-235-6114  

www.freeportparkdistrict.org

https://www.eventbrite.
com/d/il--freeport/

events/

PM

RAFTERS
6:30 P.M.

 Joe Ginger, president

FPRF Events
Pedal, Paddle, and Hike !
Canoecopia Mar. 11 - 13

Madison, WI

Next meeting.

Annual Kiwanis 
Pancake & Sausage Day   
St. John Church of Christ 
1010 S. Park Blvd.

Cruise Night Freeport
Event begins at 4:00                  

815-233-6301

Mar.
5th
7 AM
10:30

26th Annual Stephenson 
County Fiber Art Fair 
Jane Addams Comm. Ctr. 
Cedarville

Apr.      
9
9 am
4 pm
Jun 3
Jul 1
Aug 5

Music On Chicago

Aug.
13

 The launch at Junior’s Place is pictured because Spring is March 
20, just a month away! Everyone should know that water temperature 
is the determining factor for paddling. The three-mile trip from Tutty’s 
Crossing to Junior’s Place is short enough for novices and long enough 
for them to understand it is a physical activity. The novice paddlers 
needs to know that one must pay attention to the environment and how 
to stay upright and dry. During this paddle, one of us will usally explain 
“arrowheads” and how they indicate a possible hazard. An obstruction 
under the water surface that looks like an arrowhead pointing upstream 
is possibly a hazard and to be avoided. If the point is facing away from 
you, it isn’t likely to be any problem. Check out some kayaking videos 
on YouTube.
  It was recently suggested to adding the launch site address to the 
brochure. This addition will help visitors use GPS equipment to locate 
each launch. Every county launch site has an address issued by Stephen-
son County. Junior’s Place has a Freeport address and good food.  
We will continue to work at developing recreational activities in Ste-
phenson County.
  A list of Pecatonica River sites with obstruction issues, trees 
down or logjams, would valuable to those able work on the problems. 
Please consider leaving a message about river blockages on the Friends 
of Pecatonica River Foundation Facebook Page. 



“Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard - Book 2”  $12 + $3 S&H
Available at: Convention & Visitors Bureau, 9 East and through the mail.

A limited number of “Pecatonica River Scenes in Postcard” are available at $12 + $3 S&H.

Joe Ginger – President  
Mickie Dittmar – Vice President

Lee Butler -- Secretary /Treasurer
Roger Schamberger – Governmental Liaison

Mickie Dittmar & John Fritz – Fundraising Chairs
Joe Green – Site Development Manager

Betty Butler -Membership

If you are interested in improving river stewardship, promoting paddling, organizing river events, the 
history of the Pecatonica River and communities along the river, check our website and contact us.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation
50 W. Douglas St. Suite 1002 

Freeport, IL 61032 
1-815-369-8000

www.pecriver.org
www.illinoispaddling.org 
email: pec@pecriver.org 

*We will not share or sell your email address.

Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Dues are due in February. If you joined in July or later, you are good for 2021. 

All donations are tax deductible and should be made payable to:  
Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation.

      Ridott Township is the first of four townships through which the Pecatonica River flows. It was the 
location of a saw mill started by Thomas J. Turner in 1836 at the mouth of Rock Run Creek. This mill was one 
of the earliest mills in Stephenson County, and it was north of Atten’s Landing on Farwell Bridge Road. 
 Thomas J. Turner arrived in Freeport in 1836. Turner’s first enterprise after his arrival was to lay claim 
to some of the excellent timber which covered most of the northern half of the township. Aided by two young 
companions, he built a hut and sawmill at the end of Rock Run Creek and started a contracting business. He 
began as soon as possible to process lumber and send it to the new village of Freeport. They continued until the 
trees on his claim ran out. Some of the lumber was used in his second largest project, the erection of the first 
courthouse. One of his contracts was to build the first Stephenson County Courthouse. It was ready for use by 
1839. The structure would serve as a meeting place for new congregations before building their church. The 
Courthouse was also used for railroad meetings, conventions, and general meetings. The title for the land came 
directly from the United States to the county. The structure would be struck by lightning twice and repaired. In 
1857 it was moved across the street, and a new courthouse, more fitting to the growing community, was built.


