
The Beautiful Wes Block Landing 2022 Progress 
Canoe & Kayak Launch 

Opened June of 2022 
-Your Donations at Work- 

The Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation 
(FPRF) is sharing a pictorial of the work completed 
this year.  
 
The FPRF would appreciate your continued 
Support in 2023.  Please consider a 
“Meaningful” donation to the FPRF, which is a 
501[c]3 not-for-profit organization.  Your 
donation is tax deductible as allowed by law.  All 
photos were taken in 2022 as work progressed.  

THANK YOU! 
 
The beauty is being added and the finishing touches are appearing in grand style.  The Wes Block sign is 
coming together.  Lee Butler & Joe Ginger installed the 10” X 16’ PVC pipe that creates additional lift on the 

riverbank side.  
We will be 
adding the 6” 
X 10’ pipe 
prior to dock 
placement in 
2023.  
 

All of the steel 
fabrication 
was completed 
by Joe Green. 

  

The 24’ gangway is being 
moved into position by Doc’s 
Excavating.  Dan Brinkmeier, 
Andy Martin, Joe Ginger, Lee 
Butler and Eric Korte. 

 

 

 

 
 
 



The Beautiful Wes Block Landing Continued 
 

The initial assembly is time 
consuming and involves fitting 
very heavy components in 
moving water.  The outside 
corner of the river creates an 
even bigger challenge.   
 
Dan is guiding the EZ Dock 
Kayak Launch on the end of the 
excavator boom and they are all 
attaching the EZ Dock Kayak 
Launch with 40” X 10’ section 
to the wood floating dock. 

 
 

Our fearless Leader and president of 
the Friends of the Pecatonica River 
Foundation, Joe Ginger was the first 
to launch his kayak.  Way to go Joe! 
 
Mother Nature dropped a few major 
storms in a short time.  I believe that 
we had 10” to 15” of rain in around a 
36-hour window.  This is according to 
our local rain gauge watchers.  This 
brought the Pecatonica River up and 

out of the riverbanks and brought a couple of large trees sailing past our 
dock and tore the EZ Dock Kayak Launch off the wood floating dock.  The dock was retrieved and brought 
back.   One of the trees is in the photo below. 
 
 

 



 
Here’s the Beautiful Wes Block Landing courtesy of  The entire dock system working as it should at a 
“Bea” and Joe Green at about 1,500 feet AGL?   river level of about 7.5’.   

 
 
 

The latest concrete sidewalk and large slab placed south of 
the entry.  The large slab will host an informational kiosk 
featuring Jane Addams, Wes Block, The Illinois Central 
Railroad.  The ready-mix was placed during late October.  
The sidewalk will eventually have IDNR 2’ X 3’ signs with 
Illinois Fish, Snakes, Flowers, Butterflies, Flowers, and a 
dozen other signs of Nature Illinois.  It will be educational.      

The dock system looking down-river with a water               
level somewhere around 4.5’.  Normal river    
level is around 6’.  The Rip Rap protects the 
outer bank of the river from the fast-moving 

current.  
 



Atten’s Landing  

Two piles of material.  The one on the left is concrete Rip-Rap, which 
was permitted by the United States Army Corp of Engineers 

(U.S.A.C.E.) and the other pile is Cinder Block, dirt, asphalt, burnt junk 
dumped illegally by someone who should be arrested and prosecuted.  

This material was hauled in by a towable tandem axel trailer.    
Grace Fox installing the steps at the 
Meter base pole for the Com-Ed 
Meter installer-reader to access the  
Meter.  The 200 amp disconnect was 
Elevated above the 500-year flood event. 

 
Left photo 
shows area 
from 
parking lot 
to the river 
cleared of 
illegally 
dumped 
material.  
The pile 
shown 
above has 
doubled in 
size since 
photo was 
taken.   

Above photo is Roger Schamberger moving the illegally 
Dumped material from the north edge of the driveway to the 

pile.  The rain was pouring down.  Joe Ginger, T.J. Crothers and 
Roger Schamberger were soaked. 

Thank you for your continued support of our organization. 
The Friends of the Pecatonica River Foundation. 
Please see cover letter for Donation information. 


